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An Empirical Legal Study on
Solatium in State Liability Cases
Involving Police Agencies

Chia-Fa Liu’, Tai-Jung Ho™

Abstract

This study employs multiple regression and analysis of variance to
examine the factors influencing court-awarded solatium in state
liability cases involving police agencies. Five key findings are
summarized as follows:

First, solatium is significantly and negatively correlated with “loss
of earning capacity” and “support payments,” indicating that courts
may reduce solatium amounts when other compensation items are
higher, creating an inverse relationship. Second, there is evidence of an
anchoring effect: courts may be influenced by the amount claimed by
the parties, leading to higher awards. This suggests a need for
institutional measures to set compensation caps and exceptions to
enhance predictability. Third, the proportion of contributory negligence

not only affects the reduction of total compensation but may also
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trigger the moderating function of solatium; in such cases, courts may
increase solatium to offset losses while reducing the total award. Fourth,
different categories of infringed legal interests have a statistically
significant impact on solatium. Cases involving the infringement of the
right to life result in the highest amounts, followed by bodily integrity,
while differences between freedom and property rights are minimal,
showing that courts apply differentiated awards based on the
importance of the interest and the severity of harm. Fifth, the study
recommends a dual-axis risk management strategy for police agencies,
classifying cases by likelihood of losing and expected award amount.
High-risk, high-amount cases should prioritize pre-litigation settlement,
while other categories may be approached with flexible litigation or

negotiation strategies to balance risk control and resource efficiency.

Keywords: Police Agencies, State Liability, Solatium, Empirical Legal
Research, Anchoring Effect
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